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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 

The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 6 of the advertisements, and among these publi- 
cations attention is especially drawn to those referred to in the 
following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 13d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts, The “ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office, and the Reports issued 
by the Colonial Office, see pp. 99 and 100, 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Sea Fisheries of the United Kingdom, 1899. Statistical Tables 
and Memorandum. 58. Price 6d. 


This Return, which is issued annually by the Board of Trade, 
shows that the total value of fish landed in the United Kingdom, 
direct from the fishing grounds, during each of the last three years 
was as follows :-— 
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Recent Parliamentary Publications. 


Statistics are also given in detail showing the kinds of fish 
landed in the different divisions of the United Kingdom, and 
average landing values, as well as a statement of the number of 
fishing boats registered and employed, a return of fish carried by 
railway, and statistics of the sea fisheries of various foreign 
countries and British possessions. 


Tight Railways Act, 1896, Llandudno and Colwyn Bay Light 
Railway Order, 1898. C. 9395. Price 3d. 

This is an Order made by the Light Railway Commissioners, 
and modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade authorising 
the construction of a light railway about eight miles long between 
Colwyn Bay and Llandudno. 


American Mails. Return showing time occupied in transit. 96. 
‘Price 14d. 

This return shows the time occupied in the transit of H.M. 
‘Mails, both outward and inward, carried during last year by 
steamers between Queenstown or Southampton, and gives the 
names of the vessels by which they were carried, distinguishing 
whether such vessels were under contract or not. 


Army (Clothing Factory). Annual Accounts of the Royal Army 
Clothing Factory for the year 1898-99. 102. Price 83d. 

These annuals show the number of articles manufactured or 
repaired in the Army Clothing Factory during the year ended 
3lst March, 1899, and the average cost of each description of 
article or garment. The total cost. of articles manufactured was 
240,3181., of repairs and alterations 3,7581., of garments issued 
“cut out” 50,0301., of garments received unmade, to be made up 
118/.—total cost of production 294,224. 


Mines and Quarries: General Report and Statistics. Part IV. 
Colonial and Foreign Statistics. Cd. 112. Price 1s. 44d. 

This volume, issued by the Home Office, contains statistics 
relating to the number of persons employed, output, and accidents 
at mines and quarries in the British Colonies and foreign countries. 
It shows that some 1,800,000 persons are employed in mining and 
quarrying in the British Empire, of whom nearly one-half are 
working in the United Kingdom. Foreign countries employ 
altogether at least 24 million persons. The total quantity of coal 
produced in the world in 1898, so far as_ statistics are available, 
was 665,800,000 metric tons, the British Empire contributing 
220,300,000 metric tons to this total, the United States 199,600,000 
tons, and Germany 127,900,000. The world’s production of iron 
in 1898 was 34,100,000 metric tons, 5,000,000 tons being pro- 
duced in the British Empire, 12,000,000 in the United States, 
3,800,000 in Germany, and 4,000,000 in Spain. 
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PROCLAMATION. 
SOUTH AFRICA. 


The following proclamation was issued at Cape Town on 
19th March, 1900, by the High Commissioner for South Africa :— 

“Notice is hereby given that the Government of Her Majesty 
will not recognize as valid or effectual any alienations of property, 
whether of lands, railways, mines, or mining rights, within the 
territories of the South African Republic or Orange Free State, or 
any interest therein of whatsoever nature, or any charges or 
encumbrances of whatsoever description upon any such property 
or interest as aforesaid, effected, declared, charged, or made by the 
(iovernments of the South African Republic or Orange Free State 
subsequently to the date of this proclamation, nor any concessions 
granted by either of the said Governments subsequent to such 
date.” 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
NAVY CONTRACTS. 


Tenders will be received until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, the 
_—— 15th May, for the supply, as may be ordered 
during the next two years, to H.M. Victualling 
Wooden Casks. Yards, of about 120,000 casks—of sorts. 
Manufacturers only will be accepted. 
Patterns may be seen at H.M. Victualling Yards at Deptford, 
Gosport, and Plymouth, on application to the Superintendents. 
Forms of Tender, containing Conditions of Contract and all 
particulars, may be obtained on personal application at this office, 
or by letter addressed “ minced of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, 
Whitehall, S.W.” 


ARMY CONTRACTS. 


Sealed Tenders for the supply of bread, flour, live cattle and sheep, 

and meat for military services during six 

Tenders for Bread, snonths, from Ist Junc, 1900, will be received 

Cattle pind 4 Shee until 12 o’clock noon, on the following dates :— 

P> Meat and live cattle and sheep tenders, on 

and Dead Meat. Wednesday, 25th April, 1900, bread and flour 

tenders, on Friday, 27th April, 1900, by the officers in charge of 
the undermentioned districts :— 


Scottish District.. hes ... Edinburgh. 
North Eastern District . ORR 
North Western District... ... Chester. 
Western District fia ... Devonport. 
Southern District Portsmouth, 


a2 
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Openings for British Trade. 


South Eastern District ... 
Eastern District... 
Thames District... 
Woolwich District 

Home District 


Aldershot District 
Guernsey and Alderney... 
Jersey... 
Belfast District ... 
Dublin District ... 

Cork District 

Curragh District... 


Dover. 

Colchester. 

Chatham. 

Woolwich. 

23, Carlton House 
Terrace, S.W. 

Aldershot. 

Guernsey. 

Jersey. 

Belfast. 

Dublin. 

Cork. 

Curragh Camp. 


Forms of Tender and Conditions of Contracts may be obtained 
on application at the above-named District Head Quarter Offices, 
by letter addressed to the Assistant Adjutant-General, or in person, 
between the hours of ten and four o’clock. 

The Tenders must be properly filled up, signed, and dated ; and 
no Tenders will be noticed unless delivered upon the proper form, 
in time, at the above-named district offices, under sealed envelope, 
marked “Tender” on the outside. 


CANADA. 


The “Canadian Manufacturer” of 16th ult., says that an 
Peat Fuel industry that is fast growing in importance in 
Machi Canada, is the manufacture of fuel from bog 

—e- peat. There are thousands of acres of bog land 
in Ontario and other provinces from which peat could be cut, the 
quantity of fuel produced from it being limited only by the 
enterprise bestowed upon the industry. It is stated that the 
expansion of the business is very much retarded by the lack of 
suitable machinery for pressing the superfluous water from the 
peat as it is cut from the bog. The peat holds a very large 
percentage of water in its sponge-like interstices, and the process 
of elimination by gravity and evaporation is slow and unsatis- 
factory, the want being for machinery that will squeeze out the 
water quickly. There would appear to be a good demand for such 
machinery in Canada. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Enquiries trade received at the Canadian Government 

lating to Trade. Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
relating to Trade. information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries—A firm of carriage builders, who purpose 
sending a representative to Canada this year, enquire respecting 
the opening that exists for their goods in the Dominion. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


An English firm in Boulogne, who are making arrangements 
for the sale in France of Canadian hams, bacon, and cheese, ask to 
be placed in communication with exporters prepared to consign 
direct for sale on commission or otherwise. 

An Irish merchant wishes to be placed in communication with 
Canadian manufacturers of shop fittings, such as mahogany 
counter cases for displaying cigars, cigarettes, and other goods. 

A Glasgow firm desire to be placed in communication with 
Canadian manufacturers of wooden rings for sieves. 

A firm of paper-makers’ agents, who are desirous of bringing 
Canadian paper more prominently before English consumers, ask 
to be placed in communication with mill-owners in the Dominion 
who may be in a position to offer any of their output not required 
locally. 


Canadian Enquiries—An enquiry has been received from a 
gentleman of experience in Toronto, who desires to take up the 
representation of a good English soft goods house. 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette ” contains an announcement that Tenders will 
: be received up till 30th June next at the 
Construction of Ministry of Public Works, Lisbon, for the con- 
Bridges. struction of bridges across the north and south 
branches of the river Mondego, on the high road between Galla 
and Figueira. The plans, soundings, &c., can be seen at the 
Ministry of Public Works, Lisbon. 

The “ Gazette ” containing the notice with particulars and con- 
ditions, may be consulted at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 5th inst. contains an announcement 

Supply of that Tenders will be received and the Contract 

awarded on the Srd prox. for the supply of 

Petroleum. refined petroleum, for lighting purposes in the 

City of Madrid, up to 31st December, 1903, at the upset price of 

90 cents of a peseta (about 64d. at present) per litre. The amount 
necessary annually is calculated at 78,906 litres. 


The “ Madrid Gazette,” of 6th inst., contains an Order confirming 
a concession to the Asturias Railway Com- 
pany for a line from Infiesto to Las Arriondas, 
being a prolongation of the line from Oviedo 


Railway 
Construction. 


to Infiesto. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


Materials, which may be imported from abroad for the construc- 
tion of railways, are subject to special duties, as noted on page 
434 of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” of 22nd ult. 


The “ Madrid Gazette,” of 7th inst., contains a notice calling for 
tenders for the supply of the material necessary 
Harbour Works. to finish the metal wharf of the Port of Seville. 
The contract will be awarded, forty days from 
the publication of the notice, in the Hall of the Office of Works 
for the river Guadalquivir and Port of Seville, Seville. 
Note.—The particulars given in the Madrid Gazettes, referred 
to above, may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


EGYPT. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 

oe from H.M. Consul at Cairo, stating that Tenders 

White are invited by the Egyptian Ministry of 

ee Finance, not later than the 7th May next, for the 

Printing Paper. supply of white printing paper for the National 
Printing Department. 


BRAZIL. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 


from H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, 
the stating that Tenders are invited by the 


ny or — Government of Brazil for the installation in that 

Supply country of a factory for the production of 

— smokeless gunpowders, or for the supply of such 
wders. 


powders. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


54 
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THE STATE OF FOREIGN TRADE IN MARCH, 1900.* 


I-—General Statement. 


The trade returns for March, 1900, show an increase as com- 
pared with the corresponding period of 1899 in the Imports from 
foreign countries and British possessions, in the Exports of 
British and Irish produce and manufactures, and also in the 
Exports of foreign and Colonial merchandise. 


The Imports for March, 1900, were valued at 44, 929, 134, 
as compared with 41,492,388/. for March, 1899, an increase of 
3,429,7461., or 8:2 per par and the Exports amounted in value to 
31,062,0371., as against 27,566,6711. in March, 1899—an increase 
of 3,495,366/. The exports of British and Irish produce and manu- 
factures alone were valued at 25,395,699/. in March, 1900, and 
22,324,4012. in March, 1899—an increase of 3,071,2981., or 13°7 
per cent. The value of foreign and Colonial merchandise exported 
in March, 1900, shows an increase as compared with March, 
1899, of 424,068/., or 8:1 per cent. 


II.—Imports. 
The following table shows the value of the Imports for 


March, 1900, as compared with March, 1899, according to 
the different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Mar. 31. 
| Increase. Decreasc. 
1899. | 1900. | 
Food, drink, and tobacco ... 16,978,466 17,189,842 | 211,376 
Metals . 2,791,450 | 2,632,290 — 159,160 
Chemicals, dye stuffs "and tanning | 
substances ... 744,106 666,646 | 77,460 
Oils... 697,645 | 999,229 301,584 
Raw materials for manufactures 609. (817 | 2,554, 416 | | 
Manufactured and miscellaneous) 
articles 10,225,320 10, 824,310 | 598, 990 , 
Total ... £ $1,492,388 44,922,134 3,429,746 | ~ 
| | 


Articles of Food and Drink—There is a net decrease in the 
value of corn imported of 596,665/. Wheat alone has decreased 
by 899,640 cwts. in quantity and 307,148/. in value; wheat meal 
and flour by 532,996 cwts. in quantity and 269,3331. in value, 
Barley has decreased 81,420 ewts. in quantity, and 8,406/. in 
value, and maize or Indian corn 733,620 ewts in quantity and 
190,154/. in value. On the other hand, oats show an increase of 
742,050 ewts. in quantity and 170,705l. in value, and beans of 
131,690 ewts. in quantity and 40,486/. in value. With regard to 


* See also pp. 87-88. 
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The State of Foreign Trade in March, 1900. 


other articles of food, fresh meat (beef, mutton, and pork) shows an 
aggregate increase of 111 420 ewts. in quantity and 199,756l. in 
value. Rabbits, meat unenumerated, salted or fresh, and meat 
preserved otherwise than by salting, show increases both in 
quantity and value, while bacon and beef, salted, have decreased 
in quantity and increased in value. Dairy products, such as 
butter, and margarine, cheese, and condensed milk, have increased 
both in quantity and value, and eggs show an increase of 295,427 
great hundreds in quantity and 76,822/. in value. Sugar, refined 
and unrefined, shows an increase of 195,772 cwts. in quantity, and 
95,7491. in value, but the imports of molasses and glucose have 
decreased. Among articles of food and drink, dutiable, the imports 
of chicory, cocoa, currants, tea, brandy, rum and wine have in- 
creased, both as regards quantities and value. Coffee, however, 
shows an increase of 311 cwts. in quantity, but a decrease of 
44,7161. in value. 


Metals——The imports of copper ore have increased 1,166 tons in 
quantity, but decreased 38,225/. in value, and iron ore has de- 
creased in both quantity and value. Quicksilver shows a decrease 
of 397,580 lbs. in quantity and 42,117/. in value, and tin in blocks, 
ingots, bars, or slabs, of 20,162 cwts. in quantity and 28,7301. 
in value. 


Raw Materials for Textile Manufactures Cotton, raw, shows 
an increase of 260,948 cwts. and 1,679,8701., and flax, hemp, 
and jute, together, a net decrease of 2,793 cwts. in quantity, but 
an increase of 93,627/. in value. Sheep or lambs’ wool, on the 
other hand shows a decrease of 18,735,265 lbs. in quantity, and 
of 200,3391. in value. Silk of all kinds shows a net decrease 
of 17,5391. 


Raw Materials for Sundry Industries and Manufactures.—Tho 
increase. in this category amounts in value to 981,019/., owing 


chiefly to larger imports of caoutchouc, feathers, skins (goat and 
sheep), and wood of all kinds. 


Manufactured Articles—Tron and steel manufactures, jute manu- 
factures, linen yarn, paper, and woollen yarns, all show general 
improvemen*, the chief decreases in this category coming under 
the head of unenumerated manufactures of glass, gloves, silk 
manufactures and “ other articles.” 


ITI.—Exports of Home Produce. 


- The following table shows the value of the exports of British and 
Irish produce and manufactures for the month ended 31st March, 
1900, as compared with a like period of 1899, and the increase or 
decrease in each principal category :— ~ 
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Month ended Mar. 31 


Increase. | Decrease. 
1899. 1900. 
£ £ 
Animals, living ... 65,959 | 54,070 11,889 
Articles of food and drink ... «..| 890,779 | 1,028,826 138,047 — 
Raw materials... «-| 2,046,447 | 3,825,211 | 1,278,764 — 


Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics «--| 8,360,940 | 9,411,434 | 1,050,494 _ 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 


chinery and ships) ... «+.| 2,952,290 | 4,123,149 | 1,170,859 _ 
Machinery and millwork 1,713,482 | 1,781,312 67,830 
Ships, new (not registered as 
British) 1,474,067 | 315,343 1,158,724 
Miscellaneous ... 4,820,487 | 5,856,354 | 535,917 
Total £/22,324,401 | 25,395,699 | 3,071;298 


Articles of Food and Drink.—The exports of herrings have in- 
creased by 13,833 barrels and 43,2411., and British and Irish 
spirits by 36,147 proof gallons and 13,9831. 


Raw Materials.-- The exports of coal, coke, and fuel show 
an increase of 391,144 tons in quantity and 1,227,651/. in value ; 
and of sheep and lambs’ wool an increase of 1,848,600 lbs. in 
quantity and 57,6091. in value. 

Articles Manufactured and Partly Manufactured.—The exports 
of cotton yarn show a decrease of 3,782,200 lbs. in quantity, but 
an increase of 29,584/.in value. Cotton piece-goods have decreased 
982,000 yards in quantity, but increased 401,429/. in value. Jute 
piece-goods have also decreased as regards quantity, but increased 
as regards value; but linen yarn and linen piece-goods, woollen, 
worsted and alpaca, and mohair yarn, and woollen and worsted 
tissues have all increased both in quantity and value. 


Metals——Iron, unwrought and wrought, shows an increase of 
85,000 tons in quantity and 933,952. in value, and telegraphic 
wires and apparatus of 180,070/. in value ; the principal falling-off 
in this category is under copper, unwrought and wrought, 
which shows a decrease of 15,303 cwts. in quantity and 39,699]. in 
value, 


Machinery—The exports of steam engines exceeded in value by 
47,4181., those of the corresponding month of 1899, while other 
descriptions of machinery increased 20,4121. 


IV.—Trade of the First Quarter of 1900. 
Imports.—The value of the imports into the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions for the quarter 
ended 31st March, 1900, was 127,078,5361., as compared with 
118,242,584/. for the corresponding quarter of 1899—an increase 
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of 8,835,952/. The principal increase is found under raw materials 
for manuiactures, amounting in the aggregate to nearly 
4,500,0001.. The imports of flax, hemp, and jute for the first 
quarter of 1900, were valued at 2,525,932/., as compared with 
2,152,750/. and 2,863,172I. for the corresponding periods of 1899 
and 1898 respectively. Sheep or lambs’ wool was imported to the 
value of 8,831,2681. in the first three months of 1900, as against 
only 7,386,176l. and 7,852,591/. in the corresponding periods of 
1899 and 1898. The imports of this material from British 
possessions in South Africa fell from 1,040,1971. in the first quarter 
of 1899 to 364,031/. in the first quarter of 1900, but the increased 
imports from Australasia this year have more than made up this 
deficit, as will be seen in the following table :— 


Imports of Wool into the United Kingdom. 


From 1898. | 1899. 1900. 
First Quarter. First Quarter. | First Quarter. 
£ £ £ 
Australasia... 5,510,611 5,358,108 6,878,020 
South America 388,816 218,160 534,073 
British South Africa ae ee 1,040,197 364,031 
British East Indies 978,982 267,499 285,139 
France 197,067 254,209 
Russia 163,201 76,036 80,986 
Turkey 69,875 40,780 78,368 
Other countries... 181,835 188,076 242,652 
Total ... .... 7,852,591 7,386,176 8,831,268 


' Of other raw materials for manufactures, caoutchouc, gutta- 
= hides, wood pulp, tallow and stearine, and wood of all 
imds show increased imports in the first quarter of 1900 as 


compared with that of 1899. 


Exports.—Comparing the value of the exports of British and 
Irish produce for the first three months of 1900 with those of 1899, 
there is found to be an increase of 10,145,1891., due chiefly to larger 
shipments of raw materials, yarns, textile fabrics, and metals and 
articles manufactured therefrom (except machinery and ships). 
The value of the exports of coal, coke, cinders and fuel shows an 
increase of nearly 3,000,000/. There was also a large increase in 
the exports of cotton piece-goods of all kinds, the value for 
the first quarter of 1900 having been 13,696,864. as against 
12,588,813/. and 12,591,476/. in the corresponding periods of 
1899 and 1898 respectively. Linen manufactures show an increase, 
as do woollen and worsted tissues and manufactures of silk. 
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The exports of metals and their manufactures, iron and 
steel goods were valued at 8,269,8001. for the quarter ended 
31st March, 1900, as against 5,473,1551., and 5,770,605/. for 
similar periods of 1899 and 1898. 


V.—Shipping. 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, during 
March, 1900, amounted to 2,782,387 tons, and the tonnage cleared 
to 3,712,773 tons, as against 2,860,422 tons entered and 
3,507,867 tons cleared in March, 1899. With regard to the 
coasting trade, the tonnage entered with cargoes during March, 
1900, amounted to 2,763,112 tons, and the tonnage cleared to 
2,773,768 tons, as against 2,688,385 tons entered, and 2,632,234 
tons cleared in March, 1899. 
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STATE OF THE LABOUR MARKET IN MARCH. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Labour Gazette” 
and for the “ Board of Trade Journal.” It is based on 2,503 
returns, viz., 1,716 from employers, 638 from trade unions, and 
149 from other sources. 

In all the more important industries the general state of em- 
ployment during March has remained good, and the percentage of 
unemployed returned by trade unions is lower than at the corres- 
ponding period of any year since 1890. A considerable number 
of coal miners and iron and steel workers have received advances 
of wages during the month. 

In the 137 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 524,199, 11,821 (or 2:3 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of March, compared with 2°9 in February, 
and with 2°5 per cent. in the 123 unions, with a membership of 
494,394, from which returns were received for March, 1899. 


Employment in Various Industries—Coal Mining.—Employ- 
ment in March continued very good, and better than a year ago, 
although the average time worked did not quite reach the excep- 
tionally high figure of February, At collieries at which 452,368 
workpeople were employed, the pits worked on an average 5°67 
days per week in the four weeks ended 24th March, as compared 
with 5°69 days in February and 5°62 days a year ago. 

Iron Mining.—Employment continues good, and has improved, 
although still not so good as a year ago. The average number of 
days worked by mines and open works at which 16,744 workpeople 
were employed in the four weeks ended 24th March was 5°71 days 
per week, compared with 5°55 days in February and 5:89 days a 
year ago. 

Pig Iron Industry.—Employment shows a slight decline, but is 
still good. At the works of 116 iron masters 377 furnaces were 
in blast at the end of March, employing about 25,759 workpeople, 
as compared with 383 furnaces with 25,887 workpeople employed 
at the end of February, and 380 furnaces with 24,918 workpeople 
employed at the end of March, 1899. 

Iron and Steel Manufacture. — Employment has further improved, 
and is noticeably better than a year ago. At 209 works covered 
by the returns, the total volume of employment (taking into 
account both the numbers employed and the number of shifts 
worked) has increased by 2°3 per cent. as compared with February, 
and by 5°3 per cent. as compared with March, 1899. - 

Tinplate Trade—Employment continues good and is much 
better than a year ago. At the end of March 420 mills were at 
work (including those engaged in the manufacture of black plates), 
compared with 418 mills at the end of February, and 345 mills at 
the end of March, 1899. The number employed at the end of 
March, 1900, is estimated to be about 21,000. ° 
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Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades has remained 
good. ‘The percentage of unemployed union members in this 
group of trades at the end of March was 2°2, compared with 2°3 
in February and 2:4 per cent. in March, 1899. 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment is still good. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of March was 
25, compared with 2°9 in February. The percentage for March, 
1899, was 3°0. 

Employment in the Building trades has improved, and is good 
in most branches. The percentage of unemployed union members 
among carpenters and plumbers at the end of March was 2°6, 
compared with 3°1 in February. The percentage for March, 1899, 
was 

In the Furnishing trades employment has improved in all 
branches, and is now fairly good. The percentage of unemployed 
union members at the end of March was 2°4, compared with 6°9 in 
February, and 1-0 per cent. in March of last year. 

On the whole, employment in the Printing and Bookbinding 
trades has improved, and is now fair though the bookbinders 
remain slack. The percentage of unemployed union members at 
the end of March was 3°6, compared with 4°3 in February, and 
3°3 per cent. in March, 1899. 

In the Paper trade employment has remained . The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of March 
being 2°2, compared with 2°3 in February. The percentage for 
March, 1899, was 2°6. 

In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of March was 9°3, compared with 10°9 in 
March, 1899. 

Employment in the Leather trades has remained good. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of March 
was the same as in February, viz., 1:3. The percentage for March, 
1899, was 3°6. 

Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade has, on the whole, 
improved and is fairly good. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade has 
improved but is still quiet; in the ready-made branch it has 
improved in most centres and is good. 

Employment continues very good in the Spinning and Wearing 
branches of the Cotton trade. Information respecting Cotton 
factories employing about 83,500 women and girls, shows that 
100 per cent. of those in Spinning mills and 96 per cent. of 
those in Weaving factories were working in factories giving full 
employment during the month, compared with 99 and 93 per cent. 
respectively in February, and with 96 and 87 per cent. respectively 
a year ago, 
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Employment in the Woollen and Worsted trades continues very 
good on the whole but shows a slight decline. In the Hosiery 
trade it remains very good. 

Dock and Riverside Labour in London.—Employment at the 
dovks and wharves has improved as compared with a year ago, and 
with February. During the five weeks ended March 31st, an 
average number of 14,937 were employed daily at all the docks and 
principal wharves, as compared with averages of 14,207 in 


February, and 13,618 in March, 1899. 


Agricultural Labourers were generally well employed during 
March, and in a number of districts they were reported to be 
scarce. 


Trade Disputes.—Forty fresh disputes occurred in March 1900, 
involving 10,049 workpeople, of whom 8,159 were directly, and 
1,890 indirectly affected. The corresponding number of disputes 
in February was 33, involving 11,357 workpeople, and in 
March, 1899, 53, involving 15,827 workpeople. Of the 40 
fresh disputes in March, 1900, the most important was a dispute, 
still unsettled, affecting about 4,000 workpeople in the pottery 
trade. Of the others 9 occurred in the building trades, 5 in the 
coal mining industry, 9 in metal, engineering and shipbuilding 
trades, 10 in textile trades, and 6 in miscellaneous industries, Of 
the 38 new and old disputes, involving 5,691 workpeople, of which 
the termination is reported, 13, involving 2,158 persons, were 
decided in favour of the workpeople ; 8, involving 886 persons, in 
favour of the employers; and 16, involving 2,487 workpeople, were 
compromised. With regard to the remaining dispute, involving 
160 persons, certain points are still under consideration. 


in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 204,100 workpeople were reported during February, of 
which number 198,600 obtained advances, averaging 2s. Ojd. 
weekly per head, and about 5,500 sustained decreases, averaging 
ls. 113d. weekly per head. ‘The net result was an increase of 
about ls. 113d. per head in the weekly wages of the 204,100 
workpeople affected. The principal increases were in the coal 
mining and iron and steel industries. The principal decrease was 
that sustained by 5,000 coal miners in the Forest of Dean. 
Changes affecting about 5,200 workpeople were preceded by 
disputes causing stoppage of work. Changes affecting about 
174,650 workpeople took effect under sliding scales, and one 
change, affecting about 100 workpeople, was arranged by arbitra- 
tion without stoppage of work. The remaining changes, affecting 
about 24,150 workpeople, were arranged by direct negotiation 
between employers and workpeople or their representatives. 
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THE STUDY OF TROPICAL HYGIENE. 
I.—The Liverpool School of Tropical Diseases. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Prospectus of 
the Liverpool School of Tropical Diseases and Medical Parasitology 
established in connection with University College and the Royal 
Southern Hospital, Liverpool. 

The suggestion for the formation in England of schools for the 
study of tropical diseases was first made by the present Secretary 
of State for the Colonies who pointed out in a public letter, 
dated November, 1898, that the Medical School of University 
College, Liverpool, with other schools situated in large seaports, 

* possesses exceptional facilities for the study of tropical diseases.” 

In view of the official returns of cases of malaria and other 
tropical diseases occurring in Liverpool, which are extremely 
numerous, and of the facilities for treatment of such cases offered 
by the Royal Southern Hospital, and for research by the newly 
opened Thompson-Yates Laboratories of Pathology and Physiology, 
Mr. Chamberlain’s suggestion was at once taken up. Mr. Alfred 
L. Jones, senior partner of Messrs. Elder, Dempster & Co. very 
generously came forward with an offer of a grant of 350l..a year to 
form the nucleus of a fund for the formation of a school. 

The school was accordingly started in connection with 
University College and the Royal Southern Hospital. An 
influential committee was formed for its management, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Jones, consisting of representatives of the 
Hospital, University College, the Chamber of Commerce, and the 
principal Shipping Associations. 

The school was formally opened by Lord Lister, president’ of 
the Royal Society, on the 22nd April, 1899, and the prospectus 
states that the committee propose not only to give instruction in 
tropical diseases and medical parasitology, but to carry on scientific 
researches with the direct object of ascertaining the means of 
controlling tropical diseases. ‘Thus, in addition to the lectures 
and demonstrations delivered in the school, investigations— 
material for which has been collected from various parts of the 
world—will be carried on in the laboratories. Private workers 
will be permitted to use the material and apparatus of the school 
for their own investigations. Investigators in the tropics will be 
assisted by the loan of books, specimens, and directions regarding 
technique. Lastly, the committee will organise expeditions to 
Africa or other tropical countries for specific purposes in this 
connection. 

Owing to the vast amount of shipping which visits the port of 
Liverpool from America, Africa, India and the East, a constant 
supply of cases of tropical diseases is to be found in the public 
hospitals, especially in the Royal Southern Hospital, whilst the 
existence of University College, with its various scientific depart~ 
ments, and of the new Thompson-Yates Laboratories of Pathology 
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and Physiology, gives peculiar facilities for research and in- 
struction. 

Thus, in the year 1898, 294 cases of malaria, 42 of dysentery, 
10 of berri-berri, 23 of tropical anzemia, and 2 of yellow fever were 
mentioned in the returns of the Medical Officer of Health, while 
successive annual returns show that there is a constant increase in 
the number of such cases. 

Instruction in the School will be given under four headings, 
viz. :— 

(a) Private study. 

(b) A special course for missionaries and planters. 

(c) A special course for nurses. 

(d) General course, comprising practical instruction, lectures 
and final examination with certificate (if required). 

The following fees will be charged for the courses under the 
above four headings, viz. :— 

. (a) One guinea a week. (#) Three guineas. (c) Two guineas 
(free for nurses already resident in the Clinical School). (d) Ten 
guineas. 

The first report of the School states that during the year 1899 
there was an abundance of cases of tropical disease treated in the 
special ward of the Royal Southern Hospital. 176 cases in all 
were treated, of which 152 were malarial fever cases, 2 malarial 
neuritis, 3 blackwater fever, 5 dysentery, 3 sprue, 1 diarrhea, 
1 Malta fever, 5 beri—beri, 2 hepatic abscess, 1 scurvy, and 
1 bilharzia disease ; out of all these only six patients died. The 
nationalities of the patients ,were as follows :—English 151. 
Norwegian 5, German 3, Finnish 3, Swedish 2, Lascar 3, Italian 
2, Chinese 2, and 1 American, Dutch, Spanish, Malay, and 
Austrian. The interesting points in connection with these figures 
are (1) the variety of diseases treated, and (2) the different 
nationalities of the patients. With more accommodation, the list 
will, no doubt, be largely extended, but as it stands it thoroughly 
justifies the establishment of a Tropical Diseases School in 
Liverpool. 

The most important result, however, achieved by the School was 
the despatch of an expedition to West Africa to investigate the 
prevalence there of tropical malaria and other diseases. The 
expedition, which started at the end of July and returned in 
October, chose Sierra Leone as the field of their labours owing to 
its proximity to Liverpool, the time at their disposal being short. 
The following composed the expedition: Major Ross, Dr. H. E. 
Annett, Dr. R. Fielding-Ould, Mr. E. E. Austen (officially appointed 
as naturalist by the British Museum), and Dr. Van Neck (delegate 
of the Belgian Government to the School). The United States 
Government would have appointed a delegate to join the expedition, 
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but the short notice given, which was unavoidable, unfortunately 
prevented their participation. 

The expedition brought back a considerable amount of very 
valuable material for teaching purposes, more especially a unique 
collection of malaria-infected mosquitoes, which have proved 
exceedingly useful for demonstration purposes. 

The important question of specially training nurses for the tropics 
has not been overlooked, and the School kas already received and 
trained at its own expense, in the Samuel Henry Thompson Ward 
of the Royal Southern Hospital, two nurses sent to Liverpool by 
the Colonial Nursing Association. This is a branch of the School 
that may be extended with great advantage. 


IIl—The Hamburg Institute for the Study of Nautical and Tropical 
Hygiene. 

A despatch, dated 26th ultimo, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg transmitting a 
memorandum on the establishment at that port of an Institute 
for the study of nautical and tropical hygiene. 

The report states that the scheme for the erection of a hospital 
and institute for the study and treatment of tropical diseases and 
nautical hygiene, now decided on conjointly by the German 
Imperial and the Hamburg Governments, has long been favourably 
entertained by the last-mentioned authorities. The Seamen’s 
Hospital, erected in 1863 on an airy site overlooking the Hamburg 
harbour, was originally intended solely for the treatment of sick 
seamen. The medical necessities of the State, however, brought 
about by the rapid and unexpected increase of an industrial popu- 
lation, necessitated the admission also of urgent accident cases 
from shipbuilding and similar yards to such an extent that the 
original intention of preserving the Seamen’s Hospital as a training 
school for ships’ surgeons, and a centre for the study of transmarine 
diseases, had to be temporarily abandoned. 

The inauguration of an Imperial Colonial policy, however, gave 
new life to the idea, and the more frequently recurring cases 
of malaria, berri-berri, black water fever, and other tropical 
diseases, induced the present port physician, Dr. B. Nocht, late 
chief fleet surgeon of the Imperial German Navy to support the 
latent design. His representations to the competent professional 
and other official authorities at Berlin and elsewhere were favourably 
received, with the result that the immediate installation of the new 
Institute has been decided upon. 

Although, in view of the changed circumstances at Hamburg of 
oversea traffic and navigation, the wisdom of such a decision is self 
evident, a short account of the considerations which led Dr. Nocht 
and his scientific colleagues to recommend the scheme for adoption, 
may be of general interest. 
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..The rapid transition from sails to steam, as a means of propul- 
sion, the almost universal substitution of iron for wood in the 
construction of sea-going vessels, and the improvement in the food 
provided for seamen, have brought about a marked change alike in 
the ailments and the nature of the accidents occurring to members 
of the crews. Scurvy, night blindness, the so-called ship anaemia, 
chronic ailments of the digestive organs and canals, as well as lead- 
poisoning, even if not yet absolutely extinct, have become rare in 
a very marked degree. In their place, however, a series of new 
diseases has demanded the closest attention of the medical faculty. 
Tuberculosis, as now diagnosed, is found to be prevalent at sea as 
well as on land. The laborious exertions peculiar to the calling of 
firemen, aggravated by the unfavourable conditions under which 
such duties have to be carried out, are the cause of affections of the 
heart, general nervous disorders of the system, affections of the 
muscles, rheumatic complaints, and other diseases, which, not only 
as regards their origin but also in their development and course, 
show more of a family likeness to each other, and differ from the 
specific land ailments of the same names, to such an extent as to 
justify their classification under the general designation of “ fire- 
men’s maladies’ The opening of new sea routes and the increasing 
employment of natives of tropical countries on board German 
vessels, combined with the more rapid speed attained at sea, now 
bring, as it were, comparatively fresh cases of malaria, berri- | 
berri, black water fever, and other tropical diseases, right to the 
doors of Hamburg. During the past four years, 200 cases of 
malaria, 14 of tropical dysentery, and an equal number of berri- 
berri patients, have been, on an average, under treatment annually 
at Hamburg. 

The aim has been to centralise all ship and tropical diseases 
under the roof of one Institute, so that separately classed, and, 
where necessary, isolated, the progress of the ailments, their 
observation and treatment, might eventually demonstrate whether 
specific tropical diseases experience variations dependent upon the 
place of infection, and whether such are constantly due to the 
same causes and the same germs. 

The port of Hamburg was deemed especially favourable for the 
location of the Institute as being the final point of Kuropean 
centralisation from a great number of tropical places manifestly 
unhealthy. A further advantage presented itself in the oppor- 
tunities offered there for enabling the medical staff of such an 
Tnstitute to be able to confer with such of their colleagues on board 
the vessels, under whose treatment the patients handed over to 
their care had previously been placed. ‘T'o this end the surgeons 
on German vessels have been for a year or two past, and are still 
enjoined to keep a journal in which the most minute observation 
of the progress and treatment of such diseases is noted. 
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The new Institute is to comprise a division for patients, provided 
with 60 beds and a laboratory. The former will be located in a 
separate building. The offices of the port physician will also be 
removed to the Institute. The laboratory will be fitted for bac- 
teriological as well as for chemical research, space being provided 
for twelve investigating medical men. The staff will, at the com- 
mencement, consist of the chief physician, two qualified medical 
assistants, one honorary ditto, and a chemical assistant. Five 
tables for research will be reserved for qualified military medical 
aspirants for service with the German Colonial troops or under the 
German Colonial Department. Their course of study of the 
actiology, symptoms, and treatment of malaria and other grave 
tropical diseases, of tropical physiology and tropical hygiene, will 
extend over several months. Attention will also be given to the 
more general methods of hygienic investigation, so that the 
students in question, when opportunity should be forthcoming, may 
possess the requisite training. for extended research abroad, com- 
bined with the ability to report technically thereon, 

The near vicinity of the Hamburg meteorological observatory, as 
well as of the tropical botanical department, will secure to the 
students opportunities for mostering these collateral branches of 
their profession. 

The additional tables in the laboratory will be placed at the 
disposal of the naval and mercantile services, as well as of medical 
men, who, having returned from the tropics, are desirous of 
pursuing special branches of research. The course of lectures 
will be open to the whole of the faculty. For ships’ surgeons 
special courses will be held, embracing ship hygiene, sanitary water- 
police service necessities, quarantine matters and such like, with 
the necessary demonstrations. Shorter courses of study, covering 
periods of 8-10 days, are intended to meet the convenience of ships’ 
surgeons making short stays in port, at which special attention will 
be given to microscopic and clinical work, enabling them to master 
the examination of malarial blood and the therapeutics of malaria. 
Black water fever, of which 10 cases were noted during 1899 on 
Hamburg ships amongst ‘passengers returning home, will likewise 
receive attention. 

The importance of microscopic work in this direction is causing 
pressure to be put upon shipowners in Germany, in order that their 
medical men may be furnished free with efficient instruments for 
such purposes. 

The participation of Professor Koch in the investigation of 
tropical diseases has greatly assisted the decision of the German 
authorities in establishing this Institute; and it seems worthy of 
consideration, notwithstanding that it may be rather a premature 
suggestion, whether it would not prove of material advantage to 
two great maritime nations if a system of exchange of stud 
were arranged mutually between the Hamburg Institute and 
similar British establishments. 
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THE RUSSIAN COAL INDUSTRY. 


~ With reference to an article on the Russian coal industry which 
appeared in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 29th ult., a 
despatch dated 24th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, transmitting extracts 
from an article in the “ Industrial World ” of St. Petersburg on the 
same subject. The article points out that, in spite of protective 
duties, Russian coal has not penetrated to the Baltic ports and to 
the railways leading thereto. The order prohibiting the railways 
using any fuel but Russian forced the Riga, Orloff and Baltic 
railways to try other fuel than coal. The attempts with Dom- 
brovski (Polish) coal were altogether unsuccessful, as also with 
Donetz (South Russian), for ccal cannot be conveyed thousands of 
versts ; and so the Baltic railway, spending up to 500,000 roubles 
in the construction of reservoirs, turned to naphtha for fuel, with the 
result that in 1892 the Baltic Railway, with English coal, spent 
99 r. 90 c., for each thousand locomotive versts, and in 1897, with 
naphtha, 135 r. 96 c. Now, owing to the dearness of naphtha, the 
Baltic Railway, it seems, has turned to wood as fuel, but as each 
fuel can be cheap only in its own zone, the Baltic Railway, for 
instance, cannot, and never could be run with naphtha. If the 
Baltic Railway used English coal, it would not require naphtha, 
and the amount of the latter hitherto consumed on the line would be 
released for the needs of other industries. In the eighties Moscow 
consumed English coal (10 million poods), importing it from St. 
Petersburg by the reduced railway tariff. The railway found it pro- 
fitable to carry it, even at the rate of one-hundredth copeck per 
pood per verst, as it was carried in tracks otherwise running empty 
from St. Petersburg ; but when the railway tariff, in favour of the 
Donetz coal industry, was raised, Moscow turned neither to Tula 
nor Donetz coal, but to naphtha. 

Owing to the pressure brought to bear by the Donetz mines, 
duties were imposed on foreign coal; the railways were forbidden 
to use any other coal but Russian; the railway tariff to Moscow 
was raised for English coal, and lowered, even to a loss, for 
Dombrovskiand Donetz. The result, as shown above, was that the 
Baltic Railway had to take to naphtha, considerably influencing 
the price of the latter. The raising of the railway tariff on coal 
increased the price of wood and naphtha at Moscow. Donetz coal is 
worse in quality than English, has to be carried 1,000 versts to 
Moscow, and besides cannot always be obtained, so that Donets coal 
could not bring about a fall in the price of wood and naphtha 
there. Moscow and St. Petersburg are far from the Donetz region, 
and for Donetz coal a market must be sought nearer at hand, which 
has never been done. To cheapen naphtha at Moscow, a naphtha 
conduit should be built from Nizhni to Moscow ; but the high cost 
of iron would double the price as it doubles the price of 
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reservoirs, shipbuilding on the Volga, &. ‘The dearness of 
machinery stands in the way of the development of the peat-fuel 
industry, the cost of original works of construction being too 
high; the same dearness of iron hindering the construction of 
thoroughfares to the forests and saw-mills of the Country. 

The article above quoted goes on to assert that the results of 
Russian protection have been particularly deplorable for the south, 
where, for ten years at a stretch, a coal crisis has been going on. 
The prohibition of foreign coal on the railways has raised the price 
of fuel for the population as well as for the railways themselves. 
In the Black Sea and Baltic ports this has been very sensibly felt, 
and one of the consequences of the cessation of coal imports into 
the Black Sea has been the rise of freights on grain. It would 
appear that the coal owners have not justified their promises that, 
should duties be imposed on foreign coal, Russian coal would 
come down in price everywhere. Cheap coal and naphtha can be 
obtained only by (1) the entire abolition of duties on coal, coke, 
briquette, and every sort of fuel; (2) permitting the railways to 
use whatever fuel may at any moment be most advantageous to 
them. The article concludes with the assertion that without the 
abolition of the duties on coal, all the expenses of new avenues of 
communication, &c., will be for the advantage, not of the con- 
sumers, but of the mine owners and dealers. 
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RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BERLIN PRODUCE 
EXCHANGE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a memorandum drawn up by the Commercial Attaché to 
H.M. Embassy at Berlin, on the subject of the re-establishment of 
the Berlin Produce Exchange. This memorandum commences by 
recalling the fact that on 1st January, 1897, the Produce Exchange 
of Berlin was voluntarily closed by its members as a protest 
against the action of the Prussian Government which had aroused 
determined opposition on the part of all Berlin produce dealers. 
The whole question originated in the Produce Exchange Law of 
22nd June, 1896, which prohibited future deliveries of grains and 
other similar produce. 

The regulations for carrying out the new Produce Exchange 
Law provided that certain producers of grain (agriculturists) 
and millers should sit on the Exchange Committee, with the idea 
that all branches of the grain trade should be represented at the 
Exchange. The conflict with the produce dealers arose, not 
because that body refused to submit to State control, but because 
of the attempt to compel the Produce Exchange to admit outside 
persons to its Committee. Consequently, the Berlin Preduce 
Exchange, like others elsewhere, dissolved itself and transferred 
its business to voluntary associations of produce dealers outside 
the Law, and, therefore, free from Government control. Then 
came the struggle with the Government, who, eventually, 
decided that these “voluntary associations” were illegal, and, 
as the Berlin Produce Exchange refused to conform to this 
decision, it was closed by the Police authorities in June, 1897. 
The Produce Dealers then appealed to law, and obtained, in the first 
instance, a favourable decision; but, afterwards, the action of the 
Police authorities was fully endorsed by the Higher Court, before 
whom the case was eventually taken. Since that decision, the pro- 
duce dealers have established small offices for themselves elsewhere 
separately, where they are visited individually by dealers in grain. 

During the period of over three years now since the suppression 
of the Produce Exchange, the inconvenience of having no official 

uotations for produce has been recognised on all sides, and has 
induced the Government to modify its former attitude. The result 
has been a compromise which is said to be satisfactory to both 
parties. The new committee, as now constituted, met for the first 
time on the 27th of March ; so that the former Produce Exchange 
is now re-opened. 

It is considered in some circles that the compromise is a proot 
that both the Government and the Agrarian party now perceive the 
existence of produce exchanges to be an absolute necessity, 
and that the mercantile community has gained an important 
point in vindicating its claim to regulate its business transactions 
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without interference. There will, however, probably be further 
difficulties in connection with the produce exchanges as regards 
the various forms of “ time bargains,” some of which are clearly 
illegal under the “ exchange law” of 22nd June, 1896; and there 
are others which, when made under the Commercial Code, appear 
to be of doubtful legality according to recent legal decisions. 


TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


In pursuance of the powers vested in the Board of Agriculture 

Foreign under the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 and 

" 1896, that Board has issued an Order, dated 2nd 

Animals Order. inst., under which it is prohibited to land any 

animal in the United Kingdom brought from the Argentine 
Republic or from Uruguay, 


NORWAY. 
With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 23 of the last 
Tariff issue of the “Journal,” respecting an increase 


se eee in the Norwegian import duties on cigars and 

Modifications. cigarettes, the Board of Trade have now 9 
through the Foreign Office, a copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul- 
General at Christiania reporting the following further alterations 
in the Norwegian Customs Tariff which were approved by the 
Storthing on the 29th and 30th ult. :— 

Spirits imported in less quantities than 50 litres (11 gallons) to 
pay a duty of 2 kr. 40 ire per litre (12s, 2d. per gallon) irrespec- 
tive of strength. 

Envelopes.—Duty raised from 15 ire to 20 dre per kilogramme 
(11s. 4d. per ewt.). 

Playing cards.—Duty raised from 15 bre to 25 dre (3}d.) per 

k 


Compo-hoards.—A duty of 3 dre per kilog. (1s. 83d. per ewt.) 
has been imposed on these articles. 

Perambulators.—The duty on these is now to be at the rate of 
15 per cent. ad valorem, instead of 2 kr. 50 dre (2s. 9d.) each as 
formerly. 

The duty on Petroleum waste is now fixed at 2 dre per kilog. 
(1s. 14d. per ewt.). 
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- Forms, labels, placards, and the like.—Duty raised from 15 dre to 
50 dre per kilog. (11. 8s. 3d. per ewt.). 
Mr. Dundas adds that in addition to the foregoing some other 
changes of trifling importance have been assented to. 


TURKEY AND ROUMANIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Minister at 


tl Bucharest, reporting that the Commercial Con- 
> vention of 1897, between Turkey and Roumania, 


has now lapsed. Under this Convention, 
Turkey and Roumania had reciprocally conceded certain reductions 
of Customs duties on various articles which wiil now, in the 
absence of treaty provisions, be chargeable with the maximum 
rates of duty. The chief articles of Turkish production affected 
by the lapsed Convention were olives, fruit, dried fish, oil, and 
sweetmeats, and those of Roumanian production, planks, corn, &c. 
Mr. Kennedy considers it probable, however, that the Convention 
may be prolonged for another year. 


JAPAN. 


A dispatch, dated 21st February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at ‘Tokio 


Additional Duty reporting that a Bill has been passed by 
on Salt and the Japanese House of Representatives em- 
Smoked Fish. 


powering the Government to levy an additional 
tax up to 50 per cent. ad ralorem on salt and smoked fish 
imported from abroad. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT NOTES. 


RUSSIA. 
Note.—Verst ='663 mile. Kopeck = °2533d, Pood =36 lbs., avoirdupois. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
Railway Tariff of a memorandum by the British Commercial 
for Sugar to Agent in Russia on the question of a new 
oat reduced Tariff for the carriage of sugar by rail 
‘ to Odessa, for export to the East on Russian 

steamers, as follows :— 

The last number of the “ Tariff List” publishes the new reduced 
Tariff which comes into force from 1st-14th April for the carriage 
of crystallised and refined sugar from all stations of the railway 
system to the port of Odessa for export, by the steamers of the 
Volunteer Fleet or of the Russian Steamship and Trading 
Company to the following ports: Suez, Perim, Aden, Colombo, 
Singapore, Shanghai, Hankow, Nagasaki, Port Arthur, Dalni 
(Talienwan), Vladivostok, Nicolaievsk on the Amour, Port 
Alexandrovski, and Port Korsakovski. 

The carriage by rail to Odessa, for either crystallised or refined 
sugar, will be :— 

Up to 72 versts at the rate of 1/18 kop. per pood per verst. 

From 73-504 versts to 4 kop. add 1/32 kop. per pood per verst. 
From 505-1344 versts to 17.50 kop. add 1/80 kop. per pood per verst. 
Above 1344 versts to 28 kop. add 1/100 kop. per pood per verst. 

To avail themselves of this reduced tariff cargoes must be 
addressed to the Odessa agent of either of the above steamship 
companies with the necessary proofs as to the destination, &c. 

The freight from Odessa to any of the above ports will be to 
the average extent of from 45 to 50 kopecks the pood, according 
to the method of packing, &c. The present reduction is with a 
view to developing and encouraging the export of Russian sugar 
to the ports of the far east. 

Comparing the tariffs in force before and after 1st April, for the 
carriage of sugar by rail from the districts most affected in this 
export trade, it will be seen that the reduction comes to 20 kop. 
per pood, and even more. A reduction so substantial should 
considerably reflect on the disposal of the produce of the districts 
interested. 


NETHERLANDS. 


The “Straits Budget” of the 8th ult. says that, according to the 
‘* Batavia Neuwsblad,” the Dutch Steam Navi- 
Dutch East gation Companies, which run liners between 
— Holland and Java, had nothing to complain of 
Indies, 1899. in 1899. They kept their tariff of rates un- 
changed, and on some articles these were actually cheaper than 
those ruling at Singapore. The British flag comes first in the 


Shipping in the 
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Java shipping returns for last year as regards steam vessels and 
tonnage. Against 137 vessels measuring 251,000 tons in 1898, 
the. figures for British vessels were in 1899 respectively 178 and 
353,000. In 1895, the figures were 100 vessels with 152,000 tons. 

The Dutch flag shows decrease in the number of vessels on 
comparing 1895 with 1899. In the former year there were 94 
Dutch vessels with 172,000 tons. Last year the figures stood at 
90 vessels of 187,000 tons. Tonnage from Java under the Dutch 
flag increased thus in these five years by only 17,000 tons. The 
increase of tonnage measurement under the British flag during 
the same period was twelve times larger. It is true that a large 
portion of the British increase last year comes under the head of 
sugar shipments, which, it is stated, Dutch companies do not care 
for, but this fact shows that there is still cargo to be had in Java 
by vessels under foreign fla 

The measurement of German ships which visited Java in 1899 
was 53,000 tons against 26,000 tons in 1898, an increase of about 
100 per cent. Since 1895, when only seven German vessels with 
10,000 tons called at Java ports, there has been a steady progress 
noticeable under this head. This progress has aroused among 
Hollanders a fear that, unless Dutch shipowners make up for past 
neglect and show greater energy, the Germans will in the end oust 
the Dutch flag from the Java carrying trade. 

It is said that the Dutch liners plying between Holland and 
Java do not have cargo space adequate to the demand. Last year 
this was so apparent that a foreign steamer company made an effort 
to secure cargo for Europe at Java ports. The experiment proved so 
successful that the company proposes not only to continue calling 
there, but also to extend the service. 

There has long been talk of Macassar being included in the 
ports called at by the steamers of the Hamburg-America and by 
the North German Lloyd lines, and the idea has now taken shape. 
Traders at Macassar wish for the success of the scheme, from its 
bringing that port into direct communication with Europe. At 
present such communication is indirect by way of Singapore, 
and lies under the disadvantage of transhipment at that port. 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of an official paper relating to certain 
for the careying out of the Law of 
20th June, 1899, concerning the fees to be 
Canal. charged for passing through the Kaiser Wilhelm 
Canal. The above may be seen at the Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, any day between the 
hours of 10 and 5. 
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HUNGARY. 


The “ Révue d’Orient,” of the Ist inst., states that the Hungarian 
River and Maritime Shipping resumed, on Ist 
Chipping April, its service on the Danube, between 
cae Budapest, Visegrad, Nagy-Maros and Démis ; 

one voyage will be performed daily in each direction. 


TRADE NOTES. 
MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from the 
Imports of Pig- Secretary of H.M. Customs, the quantities and 
iron and values of pig-iron and unwrought steel regis- 
Unwrought Steel tered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United from the United States of America during the 
States. months of January, February, and March, 1900, 

were as follows :— 


Pig-iron. Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


1900. Tons, £ Tons, 
January ove 5,742 22,898 409 3,988 
February 2,356 8,905 369 5,190 
March ... 4,688 18,101 585 4,991 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1899; 80,988 219,715 59,375 288,706 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1898, 76,356 | 180,614 29,374 | 158,689 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1897| 91,196 | 209,275 25,927 | 128,892 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The salt industry of South Australia, according to the Melbourne 

“Journal of Commerce” of 27th February, has of 

Salt Industry. late years expanded greatly, to the prejudice of 

imports of that article. In 1894, 7,624 tons of 

South Australian salt were exported, and 763 tons of salt imported. 

The next year, the export was 10,062 tons more. In 1897. it. 

reached 28,804 tons, in 1898 30, 950 tons, and last year 35,052 

tons of the local product was shipped. The following table shows 
the amount of salt shipped from the Colony in 1898 and 1899 :— 
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To | 1898, | 1899. 
| Tons. ‘Tons. 
New South Wales 17,068 18,481 
Victoria .. 3,560 3,150 
Tasmania 818 1,479 
West Australia .. 786 1,03L 
North Terr., 5. A. | 57 56 
Straits Settlement | _ 10 
Japan | 1 
_... soul 30,950 35,052 


The amount imported in 1898 was 183 tons, and in 1899 350 tons. 


SPAIN. 
With reference to a note on mining tities in Spain on p. 29 of 
last week’s issue of the “Board of Trade 

Mining Titles. Journal,” the Board of Trade have received, 

through the Foreign Office, translation of the 
text of the law referred to respecting the concession and taxation 
of mines in Spain. The translation reads as follows :— 

Article 1.—Title deeds for mines applied for after the publica- 
tion of this law will be granted in four months from the date on 
which the Civil Governor of the Province orders the survey, so long 
as no claim is entered against the application. 

Article 2.—The annual tax per hectare on concessions for the 
exploitation of mineral substances will be 15 pesetas for mines of 
precious stones and metallic substances except iron, 6 pesetas for 
iron and the other substances of the second and third sections, and 
4 pesetas for coal, lignite and anthracite. 

To decide mines of iron and mineral combustibles in the con- 
cessions tc be granted, it is indispensable that the chief engineer 
of the. mining district should draw up a report on the subject. 

Article 3.—Mineral wealth shall pay 3 per cent. on gross produc- 
tion. Gross production of a mine is considered to be the total value 
as it is placed in the depositories or storehouses for sale or export. 

Article 4.—The mining engineers in the service of the mining 
districts will inspect the minerals and metals for the administra- 
tion, and for the purpose of this taxation, and will determine the 
value of the different classes of minerals produced. 

If the value assigned by the engineer exceeds that declared by 
the exploiter by less than 15 per cent., the financial delegate will 
approve of the payment of the tax in accordance with the estimate 
of the engineer. In case of the difference exceeding 15 per cent., 
or being 15 per cent., a technical examination will be made, and if 
fraud is proved, a case will be formed and decided by the adminis- 
tration in which the chief mining engineer of the mining district 
will be included. The mining engineers that have to leave their 
official residence after carrying out the inspections necessitated by 
this Law, will enjoy indemnities in accordance with the instruc- 
tions of the 17th June, 1893. 
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Article 5.—A technical office carried out by engineers of the 
Mining Society, and called ‘‘ Negociado de impuestos mineros y de 
estadistica,”’ will be established in the office of the Director- 
General of Taxes, and will have in its charge everything concerning 
mining taxes, industrial taxes on metallurgical manufactories, the 
drawing up and publication of annual statistics, and the inspection 
of manufactories of gunpowder and explosives. 

Article 6.—From the publication of this law, the surcharge of 
30 per cent. on the superficie tax, established by the Estimate 
Law of 30th June, 1892, is suppressed. 

Article 7.—The Minister of Finance will publish regulations for 
the fulfilment of this law. 


GERMANY. 
The ‘“ Reichs-Anzeiger” of the 27th ult. contains a statement 
compiled by the Imperial Statistical Office of 
Metallurgical the mining and metallurgical production of 
a Germany and Luxemburg in 1899. The 
Production. following table, extracted from the statement 
in the “ Reichs-Anzeiger,” shows the production of some of the 

more important minerals and metals :— 


Mining and 


Quantity. | Value. 
1899. | 1998. | 1899. | 1898. 
Metric 
Mining production— tons, tons. 
Coal .../101,621,866 |96,309,652 |/39,481,611 [35,511,638 
Lignite ... ...| 34,202,561 |31,648,898 || 3,918,761 | 3,669,007 
Kainit... 1,103,154 | 1,103,643 767,714 767,171 
Other salts of potassium eoe| 1,892,247 | 1,105,212 842,747 715,341 
Iron ore ... 17,989,665 |15,901,263 || 3,507,792 | 3,041,244 
Zinc ore ... 664,536 641,706 || 1,770,989 | 1,102,364 
Lead ore ... ee sae “aa 144,370 149,311 705,584 655,628 
Copper ore 733,619 702,781 || 1,043,428 984,230 
Salts— 
Cooking salt x oa aed 571,104 565,683 603,768 623,276 
Chloride of potash ae ‘x 207,506 191,347 || 1,360,242 | 1,277,044 
Sulphate of potash me << 26,103 18,853 205,512 152,679 
Metallurgical &e.— 
Raw iron ... ...| 8,117,594 | 7,288,343 ||22,706,387 |18,863,275 
Zine, in blocks, &e. Pon ea 153,155 154,867 || 3.647,568 | 2,941,692 
Lead, in blocks, &e. or ‘ek 129,225 132,742 || 1,863,016 | 1,711,121 
Copper, in blocks, &e. ... ited 34,626 30,695 || 2,503,554 | 1,636,420 
kilogs. ki'ogs. 
Silver (pure metal) es << 467,593 480, 578 1,891,593 | 1,907,832 
Gold (pure metal) ne 2,605 2) 847 362,586 395,671 
Sulphuric acid (so- called tons. tons. 
“ English” sulphuric acid) he 813,141 754,151 || 1,097,484 285,348 
Further manufacture of raw iron— ’ 
Cast iron of second fusion .| 1,720,443 | 1,535,306 ||16,011,693 |13,418,896 
Welded iron and welded steel 
(Schweisseisen) — 
Blooms and rails... 78,204 82,584 424,731 347,655 
Finished manufactures ... ...| 1,103,740 | 1,056,672 || 8,745,897 | 7,373,661 
Cast iron and cast steel 
(Flusseisen)— 
Ingots... 456,815 441,601 |) 1.988,774 | 1,757,752 
nal billets, sheets, &e. «| 1,042,597 986,572 | 4,904,413 | 4,357,465 
Finished manufactures .. 4,791 022 | 4 820,609 262%, 179 129 146,234 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


JAPAN. 


The cotton spinners of Japan, Peery to the “Japan Weekly 
Mail” of 3rd ult., have completed arrangements 
Gothen for a “Trust” on a large scale. 
Trust. in their organisation the spinners of Tokio, 
Nagoya, Osaka, Okayama and Kiushiu. ‘The head office is to be 
in Osaka, and there will be a branch in each of the five places just 
mentioned. It is explained by the promoters that their information 
as to the state of foreign markets, whether for the purpose of 
buying the raw material or of selling the manufactured, is now 
obtained at second hand, and that they experience much incon- 
venience in consequence. Moreover, the business has become so 
large and so important that combination and co-operation are 
advisable in the general interests. The Trust will levy 25 sen 
(= } yen = about 63d.) per bale to cover expenses. It will obtain 
daily telegrams from New York and London as to prices, and the 
manufacturers in Japan will be required to furnish returns of actual 
and estimated stocks. A general profit of 7 yen (14s. 34d.) per bale 
will be included in the selling price fixed by the Trust. such price 
being determined with regard to the prime cost of the raw 
material and the expense of manufacture, but a bounty of 2 yen 
(4s. 1d.) per bale will be granted on yarns for export, money for 
that purpose being obtained by a corresponding deduction from 
the profits on yarns for domestic consumption. 


AGRICULTURE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The average prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, 

Imperial measure, as received from the inspec- 

Corn Frices. tors and officers of Excise in the week ended 
7th 1900, were as follow :— 


Wheat... 258. 10d. 
Barley... 24s. 10d. 
Oats : 17s. 2d. 


For further particulars see p. 89. 


A statement is published on p. 90, showing the quantities of the 
various descriptions of agricultural produce 
Ruperts of. Agrt- imported into the United Kingdom during the 


cultural Produce. 4) ended the 7th inst., and during the 
corresponding week of last year. 
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INDIA. 


The first forecast of the oil-seeds crop in Bengal, published in the 
Oil-seeds Crop “ Calcutta Gazette,” states that the area under 
: oil-seeds for 1899-1900 is estimated as 3,669,200 
in Bengal. acres, against 4,091,900 acres estimated for 
1898-99. This reduced area is principally due to the unfavour- 
able character of the weather at the time of sowing, and is 
most noticeable in the districts of Hazaribagh and Ranchi. The 
prospects of this year’s oil-seed crops, according to the ‘“ Pioneer 
Mail” of 2nd March, are not as bright as those of last year. The 
present estimates show that a better outturn is expected in 
12 districts and a lower outturn in 27 districts. Crops equal to 
those of last year are estimated for six districts. Returns showing 
crops above the normal of 100 per cent. have been received from 
Darjeeling and Saran. Normal crops are reported from nine 
districts. In 29 districts the estimates vary from 75 per cent. to 
below 100 per cent., and in four districts, viz., Rangpur, Bogra, 
Angul, and Hazaribagh, from 50 to below 75 per cent. In one 
district, viz., Ranchi, the crop is estimated as only 10 per cent. 
Taking the Province as a whole, the outturn of this year’s crops 
amounts to 84 per cent., against 95 per cent., the estimate of out- 
turn of last year’s crop. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 5th April was 
Cotton Statistics. 94,978, and the number exported 5,440. 
During the first fourteen weeks of the current 
year 1,165,786 bales were imported and 107,010 exported. 
Further details are given on p. 91. 


The values of the fish returned as landed on the coasts of the 
British Isles during the month of March, 1900, 


£ 
English and Welsh Coasts ... a ns 544,152 
Irish Coasts ... 21,026 


Detailed statistics as regards Englan:l and Wales will be found 
on p. 96, as regarJs Scotland on p. 97, and as regards Ireland on 
p. 98. 
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The number of persons leaving the United Kingdom for places out 
Emigration and of Europe during March was 20,399, whilst the 
hieateitien number of aliens arriving at ports in the 
‘United Kingdom during March was 12,860. 
Detailed statistics of emigration will be found on p. 92, and of 
alien immigraticn on p. 93. 


The total number of receiving orders gazetted in England during 
the month of March last was 432, as compared 
with 423 during March, 1899. During the 
first quarter of the current year 1,160 receiving 

orders were gazetted against 1,147 in March, 1899. 


RUSSIA. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” of Brussels states that M. Forgues, a 
— representative of French business houses at 
ef Lutsk (Siberia), has just been appointed 
cial Agent in rench Commercial Agent in that city. 


Siberia. 


RUSSIA-EASTERN SIBERIA. 
A despatch, dated 15th February, has been received at the Foreign 


Fisheries’ Office from H.M. Minister at Tokio transmitting 
Regulations of 2 TePoTt on the new regulations for the fisheries 
hie under the jurisdiction of the Governor General 


of the Amoor Province (Eastern Siberia). 

The following is the purport of these regula- 
tions in so far as they may affect the Japanese fishing stations in 
Saghalien and on the Russian Coast. 

1, Only Russians may be employed as fishermen in Saghalien 
between Capes Elizabeth and Pogobi on the North West Coast. 
The same restriction applies to the northern section, which com- 
prises the coast line in the Behring and Okhotsk seas, north of the 
Oudsk administration, and also to the Oudsk section which seems 
to extend south of Nicolaevsk, probably to Cape Lazaref in the 
Gulf of Tartary. 

In the south-west section, extending from Cape Lazaref to the 
river Tumen, fishermen of any nationality may be employed 
between the mouth of the river Tumen and Cape Povorotnz, that 
is from the Corean boundary to the north-east point of the bay at 
the head of which lies Vladivostock. Within this limit, as stated, 
fishermen of any nationality may be employed, but at least 20 per 
cent. of them must be Russian subjects. 


Province. 
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Thus all foreigners would appear to be excluded from seeking 
employment as fishermen on the Russian coast from the sea of 
Okhotsk to the Tumen River, except between the River Tumen and 
Cape Povorotnz, where, however, 20 per cent. of the men employed 
must be Russian. 

Foreigners also appear to be excluded from the North of the 
Gulf of Tartary as far as Cape Pogobi in Saghalien, which is all 
included in the Oudsk section. In this area is the mouth of the 
Amoor River. 

2. The Government fixes an upset price on all the fishing stations, 
and sells them annually by auction, but if one of two persons, having 
equal rights, is a Russian, preference is given to the Russian. 

3. The fish cannot be manufactured in any way on board foreign 
vessels. 

4. Salmon and salmon trout are under no pretext to be made 
into fish manure. 

5, A tax of 7 kopeks per pood is to be levied on all salted fish 
and herring manure produced by foreigners, while Russians are 
only charged 5 kopeks per pood. 

On p. 78 of this issue will be found a notice relating to a new 
duty of 50 per cent. imposed by the Japanese on all salted and 
preserved fish as a result of the new Russian regulations. 


NORWAY. 


According to the German “ Reichs-Anzeiger ” of the 30th ult., 5,602 
: : fishing vessels and 24,461 men took part in the 
Lofoden fisheries in 1899. The in- 
in 1899. cluded 15,000,000 fish, 10,980 hectols of liver, 
18,450 hectols of fish-oil, and 20,000 hectols of roe. 10,700,000 
fish were salted, 4,000,000 dried, and 400,000 prepared otherwise. 
100,000 salt fish went to Russia, and about the same number to 
Belgium, and a quantity either fresh or slightly salted were 
forwarded to Sweden and the South of Norway. In the production 
of manure 9,600,000 heads of fish were used, whilst nearly 3,600,000 
were landed in Norway for use as food for animals. ‘The value of 
all the products of the fisheries amounts to 4,500,000 kroner 
(250,000/.). 
Compared with 1899, the produce of the fisheries shows no 
decrease, but the catch in 1899 was far inferior to that of preceding 
years. The loss of fishing tackle, &c., was smaller in 1899 than 


in previous years, amounting in value to nearly 510,000 kroner 
(28,3001.). 
A despatch, dated 28th ultimo, has been received at the Foreign 
f Office from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania 
mes . with reference to the construction of an auxiliary 
Ghipveilding Cruiser for the Norwegian Government by the 
Industry. Akers Engineering Works at Christiania. 
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The boiler of the vessel was tested on the 24th inst., and is 
believed to be the largest hitherto constructed in Norway. Its 
dimensions are 18 feet long, with stoking accommodation at each 
end, and nearly 14 feet exterior diameter. The weight of the 
boiler is about 60 tons. 

In order to lift the boiler the engineering works have been 
obliged to alter their crane. New rollers have been supplied, and 
blocks for a 1} inch steel wire rope guaranteed to bear 66 tons. 
It is calculated that each of the blocks, which are two in number, 
will be able to raise from 40 to 45 tons. 


DENMARK. 
According to a statement in the “ Reichs-Anzeiger” of the 27th 
‘ ult., the Danish Statistical Bureau has 
” “s og published the following figures as to the 
ssiuaaes foreign trade of Denmark in 1899, compared 
with 1898 :— 


1899. 1898. 
£ 
Imports for home consumption ..._ 22,244,000 20,406,000 
Exports of Danish produce 15,039,000 13,250,000 


The value of the principal exports in 1899 as compared with 
1898 was as follows :— 


_ 1899. 1898. 
£ £ 
Butter... 6,611,000 6,035,000 
Hams and bacon 2,978,000 2,702,000 
928,000 751,000 
Horses 689,000 515,000 
Beef . 544,000 393,000 


FRANCE. 
According to figures published in the official “ Feuille de Reu- 


seignments de |’Office Colonial” of the 1st 


Mad vend a inst., the value of the import and export trade 
1899 of Madagascar for the year 1899, as compared 
: with the three preceding years, was as follows :— 
1896. 1897, 1898. 1899, 
£ £ £ 
Imports 560,000 734,000 863,000 | 1,117,000 
Exports 144,000 174,000 195,000 322,000 
908,000 | 1,058,000 | 1,439,000 
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PORTUGAL. 
The entire foreign and sea-borne trade of the Portuguese posses- 
Trade of sions in India is very small, both in volume 


.. and value, and a return just issued by the 
Portuguese India. ratistical Bureau shows that, in the five years 
from 1893-94 to 1897-98, the entire trade never rose much above 
44 lakhs of rupees in any one year, and in 1895-96 sank as low as 
32 lakhs and a few odd thousand. There are, however, says the 
“Times of India” of 17th March, certain peculiarities in con- 
nection with Portuguese trade which are worth noting. In the 
first place it is nearly all coasting trade, that is to say, trade with 
British Indian ports, and, further, imports are, in value, far more 
than exports. The exact figures in 1897-98 were, imports, 
Rs. 29,37,390, and exports, Rs. 9,34,071. Imports from the 
mother country are so small as hardly to be worth talking about, 
and the bulk of the trade, whether import or export, is confined 
to ports in British India. The three great requirements of these 
colonies are rice, cotton piece-goods, and sugar, the first-named 
food stuff accounting for nearly ten lakhs of the total import trade. 
Among the few foreign countries with which the Portuguese in 
India do business, Mozambique stands easily first with exports 
representing a value of Rs. 46,237 out of a total of Rs. 63,037 ; 
while, as might be expected, the Bombay Presidency monopolizes 
the great bulk of the coasting export trade with a total of 
Rs. 7,66,037, leaving some Rs. 80,000 only to be divided among 
other parts of India. 


SPAIN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

: copy of a memorandum by H.M. Consul at 

Bow on the three new In- 

o dustrial Companies at Gijon. These Companies 
Gijon. are as follows :— 

1. “El Credito Industrial Gijones,” Gijon, with a capital of 
15,000,000 pesetas, in 30,000 shares of 500 pesetas, which have 
all been subscribed, and are now quoted at 40 per cent. premium. 

This company is formed with the object of taking over and 
enlarging the Gijon Gas and Electric Works, acquiring coal 
mines, constructing narrow gauge mineral railways and exploiting 
electric tram concessions. 

In addition the Company have bought English patent rights for 
improved methods in the manufacture of caustic soda. 


Companies at 
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British makers of the various plants mentioned would do well 
to place themselves in communication with the Director del 
Credito Industrial Gijones, Gijon (Spain). 

2. Senores Julian and Company, of Gijon, bankers, have formed 
a company for the manufacture of plain glass and bottles, and a 
flour mill. Capital subscribed, 4,000,000 pesetas. 

The machinery for these works will, it is stated, be bought 
without delay, therefore manufacturers ought to apply early. 

3. A new company styled Forjas de Llano, Gijon, has been 
started for making iron bedsteads, the tubes and brasswork for 
which will be bought in Birmingham if British makers can 
successfully compete. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 4th inst. publishes a Royal Order 
reforming the Law of Imposts on charges and 
New Tax Law. transfer of property. This new Law, which is 
to come into force twenty days from its publica- 
tion, but is to be provisional until a definite law, with the alterations 
which experience may counsel, shall be submitted to the Cortes 
before the Estimates for 1902 come into force, taxes, among many 
other things, the following :— 
The transmission of real property. 
The creation, acknowledgment, subrogation, transfer and 
extinction of charges of all kinds. 
The transfer of movable property, including the concession of 
subventions. 
Loan contracts. 
Mining, railway and other concessions. 
Contracts for the execution of work of all kinds in excess of 
4,000 pesetas. 
The transfer of property by gift or inheritance. 
The emission of shares or obligations, &c., &c. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office copy 
Proposed of a programme of an International Exhibition 
of Automobiles, which it is proposed to hold in 


aes Vienna from the 31st May to the 10th June 
gemagel next. Automobiles for exhibition will be 
at Vienna. 


admitted into Austria-Hungary free of duty. 
Intending exhibitors should apply as soon as possible to Le 
Comité Exécutif de L’Exposition d’Automobiles, I. Kiirnth- 
nerring, 10, Vienna. 
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ROUMANIA. 


According to the ‘‘ Révue d’Orient” of the Ist instant, the 

a Statistical Department of the Roumanian 

Ministry of Domains has published the results 

December, 1899. oF the preliminary examination of the returns 

of the Census which was taken in December last. They show that 

at that date the total population of Roumania was 5,612,520, the 
urban population being 1,114,508, and the rural 4,498,012. 


PERSIA. 
According to a French Consular report published in the “ Moniteur 
Tea Trade. Official du Commerce” of the 22nd ult., the 


imports of tea into the ports of the Persian 
Gulf in 1898 show an increase of nearly 50 per cent., as compared 
with those for 1897, but have not yet regained the position held in 
1895. ‘The increase in 1898 is perhaps partly due to the trade in 
Indian tea which continues to be much liked in the markets of 
northern Persia. The Consul adds, that after a time it may entirely 
supersede Chinese and Japanese teas on the Persian market. The 
actual value of the tea imported into the ports of the Persian 
Gulf, according to the reports of H.M. Consul at Bushire, was 
154,3971. in 1898, as compared with 101,632/. in 1897, 151,6071. 
in 1896, and 187,943/. in 1894. 


| 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Dundee—The monthly meeting of this Chamber was held on 
the 6th inst., Mr. John Couper in the chair. A letter was read 
from Lord Provost Hunter acknowledging receipt of the resolution 
passed at the annual meeting of the Chamber on the subject of 
a central railway station for the city, and stating that he would 
carefully consider the best means of promoting the objeet in view. 

It was reported that inquiry had been made by the London 
Chamber of Commerce as to the charges for landing and ware- 
housing jute at the port of Dundee, and the secretary was 
instructed to furnish the details. 

A letter, in regard to a proposed conference to be held) in Paris 
for the introduction internationally of the metric system for count 
of yarns, was held over for further consideration. 


Nottingham.—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was held 
on the 20th ultimo, Mr. F. Acton, presiding. 

The reports of various committees were adopted.. Arising out of 
the proceedings of the Home Trade Committee, it was decided by 
the Council to recommend to employers the desirability of recog- 
nising certificates of merit given by the Nottingham School Board. 

Mr. Acton presented a report on behalf of the delegates for the 
Nottingham Chamber of Commerce who attended the annual 
meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce, in which he 
referred to the numerous questions then taken into consideration. 
He also alluded to the fact that an invitation was extended to the 
Associated Chambers to hold their next meeting in Nottingham, 
and remarked that if it was accepted he hoped it would be 
supported by the municipality and all commercial men, because 
the gathering would be bound to be of great advantage to the city, 
both directly and indirectly. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom. 


Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the United 
Kingdom during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March, 1900, 
compared with the corresponding periods of the year 1899. 


Month ended 31st Marcu. 
I. Imports rrom Foreign Countries anv British Possessions. 


Month ended 
1900. | 1899, 
£ £ : z 
I, Animals, living food) ... _... | 810,102 | 749,713 60,389 
H(A.) Articles of food and drink, 
duty free... oon 113,454,168 |13,645,290 191,122 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, 
dutiable... | 2,588,965 | 2,206,597 | 327,368 
Tobacco, dutiable ... ... | 891,607 | 376,866 14,741 
IIT. Metals... | 2,682,290 | 2,797,450 159,160 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs and tanning 
substances ... eve 666,646 744,106 77,460 
V. Oils. 999,229 | 697,645 | 301,584; — 


VI. Raw materials for textile manu- 
fact 


VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures... ... 4,629,891 | 3,648,872 | 981,019 


7,979,926 | 6,406,529 | 1,573,397)  — 


VIII. Manufactured articles ...  ... | 9,022299 | 8,608,307 | 413,992 
Ix. a Miscellaneous articles... [1,695,076 | 1,504,919 | 190,157 
B.) Parcel post ... 106,985 | 112,094 5,159 


Total value... 


44,922,134 |41,492,388 | 3,429,746] — 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propucr MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ £ 

I. Animals, living ooo ose eos 54,070 65,959 _- 11,889 

II. Articles of food and drink ... ee. | 1,028,826 890,779 138,047 _ 

III. Raw materials coe | 8,825,211 | 2,046,447 | 1,278,764 _ 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 

manufactured, viz. :— 

a A.) Yarns and textile fabrics _... | 9,411,434 | 8,360,940 | 1,050,494 _ 
B.) Metals and articles manufac- 

tured therefrom (except machinery)| 4,123,149 | 2,952,290 | 1,170,859 _ 

C.) Machinery and millwork _... | 1,781,312 | 1,713,482 67,830 — 
) Ships, New (not registered as 

and articles of per- 


(F.) Chemicals and chemical and 


815,343 | 1,474,067 _ 1,158,724 


847,538 758,834 88,704 — 

medicinal preparations ee | 933,498 | 880,075 53,423 _ 
(G.) All otherarticles, either manu- 

factured or partly manufactured | 3,333,585 | 2,972,339 | 361,246 _ 

(H.) Parcel post | 241,783 | 209,189 | 82, 


Total value ... 25,395,699 |22,324,401 | 3,071,298 | — 


Exports or Foreign anp Propvucr. 


£ £ £ 
Total value ... ... | 5,666,888 | 5,242,270 | 424,068 


| 
i 4 | 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom—continued. 
Three Months 31st Marcu. 
I. Imports rrom Foreign Countries snp British Possessions. 


Three months ended 
31st March. 
Increase. | Decrease 
1900. 1899. 
£ £ £ £ ox ad 
I, Animals, living (for food) ... «-.| 2,264,163 | 1,961,514 | 302,649 _ 
I. (A *E, Articles of food and drink, duty 
-|89,066,640 |39,772,052 705,412 
"of food and drink, 
6,870,480 | 5,740,663 | 1,129,767 
dutiable 1,111,304 | 1,158,286 46,982 
7,614,185 | 6,916,159 | 698,026 
emi yest “an tanning 
substances ooo 1,865,505 | 1,965,872 200,367 
Y. Oils ..| 2,662,263 | 2,108,382 | 553,881 — 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufac. 
tures ..(24,076,143 |22,261,467 | 1,814,676 
VII. Raw materials for sundry in industries| 
and manufactures ... «-./12,874,127 | 9,695,417 | 2,678,710 — 
VIII. Manufactured articles wee 24,469,481 [22,310,527 | 2,158,954 
Ix, Miscellaneous articles ... 4,462,278 | 3,988,752 473,526 
(B.) Parcel post coo 842,017 | 363,493 21,476 
Total value... ese |127,078,536]118 242,584) 8,335,952 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuck aND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ £ 

I. Animals, living 185,486 | 264,593 19,157 
IL. Articles of foc and drink 2,875,470 | 2,507,410 | 368,060 = 
IIL. Raw materials ... TN] 858,983 | 5,743,988 | 8,114,995 = 


‘actured, viz 
(A.) Yarns and textile f fabrics ++.|27,757,346 |24,976,610 | 2,780,736 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except 8,278,895 | 3,427,617 
Machinery and millwork _...| 4,764,901 | 4,515,360 | 249,541 
D.) Ships, new (not registered as 
ritish) .. | 1,194,918 | 2,224,289 _ 1,029,371 
(E.) Apparel and articles of ‘personal 
(F.) Chemicals and chemical and 
medicinal preparations... 2,585,539 | 2,314,527 271,012 
(G.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured ...| 9,070,782 | 8,237,830 | 832,952 _ 
(H.) Parcel post 667,695 | 569,102 98,493 


Total value... «-.|72,199,230 |62,054,041 |10,145,189 


III. Exports or Foreign anp CorontaL Propvuce. 


| 


£ £ 
Total value ... —«..|16,724,128 |76,240,640 | 483,468 


- 
; Articles manufa ed and part 
| = 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
7th April, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


_— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. Sic 
Wheat 67,743 7 25 10 
Barley 20,402 5 24 10 
Oats ... ane 18,757 8 17 2 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding 
eek in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 


Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus. | 


24 7 25 1 16 11 


1896 ee.| 25,350 5 12,827 5 8,659 2 || 24 6 21 0 13 1 

1897 ...| 41,278 7 | 17,694 0] 8,747 5 | 27 8 | 22 7 | 16 6 

1898 ...| 45,297 6 | 8,857 9,184 6 | 35 2 | 27 0 | 1711 
6 7 


1899 ...| 51,3818 2 12,821 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every Gasket 6 


of oats. 
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[April 12, 1900. 


Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
7th April, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 


Animals, living 
Oxen, bulls, cows, andcalves ... =... 
Sheep and lambs .. 


Fresh meat :— 

Beef 

Mutton... 

Pork 
preserved meat :— 

Pork 


Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh . 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than by salting 


Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Cheese... ooo 


Milk, condensed ... 
Milk and cream, fresh or preserved, 
Poultry ‘and game 
Rabbits, (not tinned) 
Lard 


Corn grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat-meal and flour ia 


Barley 
Oats... ate 
Maize or Indian corn = ° 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apricots and peaches* ... ° { 
Bananas* ... om 
Cherries 5 
Currants* . 
oe 
rapes... 
Plums 
Strawberries* 


Entered by the 
bushel prior to 
1900 


Bunches 


Entered by the 
bushel prior to 
1900 


Tons 
Cwts. 


Bushels 
Cwts, 


Value £ 


Week ended 
7th April, 
1900. 


12,246 
16,999 


115,076 
28,702 


44,568 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
t Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900, 


Correspond- 
ing week 
in 1899, 
20,162 
” 
Cwts. 82,525 64,902 
46,194 76,447 
17,563 11,486 
Cwts. 116,030 121,376 
6,768 8,315 
39,531 39,036 
3,193 3.588 
» 15,948 12,994 
17,952 7,794 
Cwts. 52,363 59,0387 
20,995 17,227 
vd 24,139 19,084 
y 195 46 
Grt. Hunar. 232,344 195,656 
Value £ 26,444 22,794 
Cwts. 1,249 2,241 
41,910 54,355 
Cwts, 1,570,100 1,117,700 
334,600 66,700 
413,200 58,400 
36,100 32,450 
85,500 6,530 
1,175,400 936,700 
Cwts. Bushels. 
20,837 
| Cwts. Bushels, 
223 524 
11,897 | 57,696 
: 198,582 288,158 
149 182 
7 
1,217 19,658 
| 2,251 2,252 
1,259 6138 
Unenum | 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 14 Weeks ended 5th April, 1900. 


Week 14 Weeks 
wih... ended ended 
5th April, 5th April, 
1900. 1900. 
IMPORTS. 
American oso ooo eve ow 77,585 924,467 
East Indian eee eee eee oe oe 401 5,1 52 
Miscellaneous ... 1,440 10,932 
Exports. 
Brazilian eee eee eee on 3,295 
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Emigration.—March, 1900. 


Return of the Numbers, Nationalities, and Destinations of the 
Passengers that left the United Kingdom for Places out of 
Europe during the Month ended 31st March, 1900, and the 


Three Months ended 3lst March, 1900, 


corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


compared with the 


Total 
United | British N.| Austral-| of | All 
Nationalities. States. | America.| asia. Hope and — Total. sponding 
atal. P period, 
1899 
Month ended 31st March, 1900. 
English ... ...| 3,070 | 1,842 | 76s si6 | 562 | 6,588 | 5988 
Scotch eis i 442 77 1¢8 313 154 1,094 935 
Irish woo | 2.069 25 238 133 73 | 2,538 | 2503 
Total of British 
origin... ...| 5,581 1,444 | 1,109 1,292 789 | 10,215 | 9,426 
Foreigners ... 7,078 2,381 105 190 99 9,853 6,285 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 1 19 wets = 311 331 236 
Total ... ...| 12,600 | 3,844 | 1,214 | 1,482 | 1,199 | 20,899 | 15,947 
Total for corre- 
ing } 9,740 2,762 941 1,295 | 1,209 | 15,947 
month, 1899 
Three months ended 31st March, 1900, 
English... 7,235 1,945 2,C72 1,981 2,031 15,264 | 15,504 
Scotch... 1,006 91 296 684 460 2,487 | 2,462 
Irish aa 4,328 55 361 268 231 5,248 | 4,053 
Total of British ° 
origin... ... | 12,569 | 2,091 | 2,729 2,883 | 2,722 | 22,994 | 22,019 
Foreigners... ee | 18,131 4,177 226 463 377 | 18,374 | 12,157 
Nationalities not 
i i oe 12 32 —_ om 825 869 796 
od 
Total ... | 25,712 | 6,300 | 2,955 | 3,846 | 3,924 | 42,937 | 4972 
Total for 
sponding 18,938 4,934 2,471 4699 | 8,930 34,972 
months, 1899 | 


Norr.—The above figures 


Month, are subject to correction in the Ann 


ing made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of each 
ual Returns. 


AY 


| 

- 
' 
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Alien Immigration—March, 1900. 


Return of the Number of Aliens that Arrived from the Continent at Portst in the United 
Kingdom during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March, 1900, compared 
with the corresponding periods of the previous year. 


(Compiled from the Alien Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg 
Hamburg, | Rotterdam, Setense” | Other 
B , and | Amsterdam, | Christiania, | Dieppe. | Continental Total. 
aan Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. Christiancand. Ports. 
| | | | | | | 
1900. | 1899, 1900. | | 1900, 1899. | 1£00. | 1899, ed 1899. | 1900. | 1899. 
| | 
Month ended 31st March, 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other | | 
places out of the United | 
Kingdom :* 
Arrived at London one 1,256 690 454 462) . 139 85 ose eee 392 297) 2,241) 1,534 
” Grimsby one 369 357 61 72 34 | — 5 33 4 7 
pas 99 71) 83 41 128 229) 64 539 3 
o Tyne Ports ... 9 17 49 23 263  _—_ 242 314 563 522 
” Teith... ... 3h 35 97 68 2 28) 41 32 171 163 
Newhaven ... ove an ooo 1,382; 1,040)... 2| 1,382) 1,042 
Other ports .., 46 155 98 15) 490} 286) 637) 448 


Total ...  ...| 1,810| 1,185  772| 681/639 605 1,382, 1,045| 1,428| 1,028] $6,031| 34,544 


Aliens en route to America | 
or other places out of the 


United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby... 8 447] 1,086 531), | 150} 234) ‘1,641) 1,014 
Hartlepool, } | | | 
125 127 112 101,055 891)... pee 2,043} 1,133) 3,335) 2,161 
” Leith ... ove | 13 2 15 5) ase 5 5 3 12 
» Other ports 1,663} 1,819] 943 


Total 134) 133 658 257) 2,176 1,468)... | 3,861} 2,272) 6,829) 4,130 
Total of Aliens en route and | | | | 
of Aliens not stated to be | j } | 
en route to America or other |} 1,944) 1,318 1,430; 938, 2,815 2,073 1,382 1,045) 5,289] 3,300! +12,860) 38,674 
laces out of the United l | | | 
ingdom:* ... | | | 


‘Three months ended 31st March, 


| | | | 
Aliens not stated to be en | 
route to America or other | | 
out of the United | 
Total No.... ...| 4,591! 3,618) 1,859) 1,562, 1,721 1,707) 2,595 2,178) 3,521, 2,842) 214,287,411,902 
Aliens en route to America | j 


or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Total No.... oe 285 264; 1,102 782 


| 

Total of Aliens en route and | 
of Aliens not stated to be 

en route to America or other | |. 4,876 
laces out, of the United 

om oe ee 


3,882} 2,961] 2,344 3,953} 2,595) 2,173) 10,790} 6,458! +25,901't18,810 
| 


| | 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other places out of the 
United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, §c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
Jrom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘* Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.” come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent, (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 188, 
Sess. 1899, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) : 

t The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Blyth, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liv 1, London, Middlesbroug! 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The lists receiv 
from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 
proceed by train as third-class passengers. a . 

+ The number of seilors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United Kingdom in the month of March, 1900, was 1,398, and 1,234 in the same month of 1899; in the three months 
ended March, 1900, the number was 3,734, and in the same months of 1899 the number was 3,422, 


| 
2,958, 2,246. | | 7,269) 3,616! 11,614 6,908 
| 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales, 


Number of Receiving Orders Gazetted in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned eee Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 
Th 
1900, 1899. 1900, 1899, 
No. No. No. No. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c.... ia be. 23 35 69 86 
ma wi ws 33 67 86 
Farmers 19 15 52 47 
Bakers oe soe 12 13 35 35 
Butchers... | | 13 34 43 
Boot and shoe niinahattene and dealers ine ll 14 33 36 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c, 14 10 28 27 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, éc. —.... pe 8 11 24 31 
Tailors, &c. ... 13 22 29 
Fishmongers, poulterers, hin sie xe 7 4 22 16 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. Sus “ 6 7 20 18 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers 9 9 18 20 
Carpenters and joiners... 7 3 15 9 
Provision merchants, &c. ... 3 4 15 10 
Engineers and founders, &c, ss ee ae 6 9 15 18 
Clerks, commercial and general ... eee - 3 5 14 16 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hauliers 9 5. 14 10 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants wid 
dealers . aos 6 2 13 13 
Printers and 4 2 13 12 
Agents, commission and general i . 2 8 12 19 
Tobacconists, &c. ... Sas 5 3 11 10 
Ironmongers ons 5 10° 7 
Bicycle, &c., and 2 10 3 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. lee Sas 4 3 10 
Directors and promoters of 2 10 4 
Stationers ... 1 3 1 


| 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 


» Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions—continued : 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, silversmiths, | 

Cabinet makers one 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors eee 
Furniture dealers and makers 
Solicitors ... ove ove eee 

Gardeners, florists, &c. ... 


Saddlers and harness makers 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers ... 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. ... 
Timber merchants and wood 
Travellers, commercial, &c. 
Carriage, &c., builders ... 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., paren eve 
Cattleand pigdealers .. .. 
Architects and surveyors ... Pa 
Brokers, stock and share ... es eee 

Lodging-house keepers... iin one 


Blacksmiths, farriers, &c, 
Woollen merchants and see 


Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c, ... 
Hosiers, glovers, &c, 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers”... 


Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants ose 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c.... 


Ine tes 


wes, | 
. 1900. | 1899. 1900. | 1899. 
No. No. No. | No. 
5 
4 
2 
5 
2 
2 
2 
3 
4 
3 
3 
8 
5 
2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
2 
Merchants... ove eee 1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
ooo 1 
1 
1 
2 
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Fishery Statistics—England and Wales. 


| Srarement of the Torat Quantity and of the Fisu returned as 
i landed on the EnciisH and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing 
H grounds during the Month and Three Months ended 31st 
1 March, 1900, compared with the corresponding Periods of 
: the Year 1899. 


March. | Three Months ended 


March. 
: 1900. 1899. | 1900. | 1899. 
QuantTITY. 
: Cwts. Cwts. Owts. Cuts. 
Soles 5,667 7,376 17,125 19,715 
i Prime fish not separately distinguished... 3,274 2.561 8,212 8,200 
Total prime fish ... 15,232 16,888 43,752 $7,937 
Cod . 72,511 78,389 154,160 173,793 
Melbat 7,981 7,357 12,193 11,717 
Plaice 59,659 52,708 169,359 164,219 
ot separately distinguished except shell ‘ead 
| 104,112 22,066 || 980,584 | 285,836 
. 
Total .. ° ons 501,020 540,112 1,380,387 1,435,469 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
239,865 $23,947 475,812 732,057 
Oysters | 2,997,000 | 3,834,000 |] 9,985,000 | 10,696,000 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts 
Other shellfish 47,929 50,365 145,653 151,360 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ 
Brill me 5,966 5,920 || 16,021 15,564 
Soles 49,100 54,418 || 143,502 145,121 
Turbot 23,101 24,876 | 67,140 69,873 
Prime fish not separately distinguished... 15,189 7,277 | 34,776 24,389 
Total prime fish... ie 93,356 92,491 | 261,439 254,947 
53,043 59,340 | 125,430 131,420 
Haddock 171,414 172,537 484,467 $81,763 
Halibut 19,160 19,641 $3,087 
errings ove 1,313 798 
Pil 152 7 
ts oe one ose om oss 57 9 | 47 
Reh not separately distinguished, except shell | 
Total 513,032 | 526,175 |) 1,416,549 | 1,390,031 
Shell fish | 
2,940 4,371 || 5,268 7,267 
958 1,473 || 1,448 27026 
Total value offishlanded... ... ...| 544,152 | 558,690 1,500,452 | 1,479,110 
Nors.—The above figures are s abject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned dy the local officers at each place. 
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Fishery Statistics.—Scotland. 
Sratement of the Tora, Quantity and Vatur of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and 
Three Months ended 31st March, 1900, compared with 
the corresponding Periods of the Year, 1899. 
| Three Months ended 
March. March. 
1900, | 1899. 1900, 1899. 
Quawniry. 

Cwts. Cuts | Cwts. | Cwts 
Boles (Lemon Soles) 870 1,133 || 2,396 | 3,067 
ot 297 563 905 1 

59.237 | 61,755 || 187,861 183,412 
(Conger) 3,735 2,762 7,026 | 8, 
Plaioe, 8,580 | 9,070 |) 20,292 £2,319 
Haddock... 621658 | 56,635 || 192,019 222,055 
Halibut 1,808 | 1,615 2,942 | 3,802 
76,773 | 62,886 || 273,377 | 183,535 
ackerel 949 | 135 | 1,619 
Baith 6177 | 5,707 || 19,680 19,640 
Sprats 235 | 1,470 158 
687 594 || 1,340 1,669 
Whiting 6,423 | 3,848 |) 15,619 | 13,210 
Fish | separatel distinguished, except shell | 
va except chal 304 4,805 | 1,518 
Total | 262,580 | 235,676 || 747,876 | 746,186 

Shell fish :— 0. | 0. 0. | No. 
115,488 240,192 311,848 478,007 
Lobsters 5, 31,646 108,174 | 108,061 
46,700 | 83,927 | 149,053 | 204, 027 

Cwts. Cwts. Jwts. 
Mussels 12,945 12,616 40,392 | 50,489 
Other shellfish 7,412 8,757 14.811 17.716 

VALUE. 

£ £ 
Boles (Lemon Soles) 2,284 2,783 6.989 7,673 
1,175 1,571 3,537 4,787 

Gol” 27,721 68,664 84,665 

Eel (Conger) 1,962 1,567 3,984 4,441 

Flounder, Plates, 9,224 9,819 25.389 24,825 

Had 47,765 41,978 143,540 144,738 

Herrings 197311 5,232 94,991 28,681 

Saith (Coal 978 884 3,136 3,335 

Skate 3,791 3,583 8,521 9,461 

212 157 408 380 

bg ng ‘ 3,596 2,385 9,168 8,737 
sh not separate ‘distinguished except shell 
fish .. 1,330 5,001 4,267 

rabs ... eee 734 1,545 1,728 2,719 
one oes 188 315 612 797 
ove eee 159 2,60. 
| Other shell fish 1,632 1,784 3,229 
Total 5,327 6,145 14.059 | 16,958 
Total value of fish landed... ... ... | 185,220 113,023 411,031 | 365,135 
Norr.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Keturns, 
Cc 
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Fishery Statistics.—Ireland. 


Statement of the Toran Quanrity and Vatue of the returned 
as landed on the IrisH Coasts during the Month and Three 
Months ended 3lst March, 1900, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1899. 


Three Months ended 
March. | March. 
1900. | 1899. 1900. | 1899. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles 513 218 824 452 
Turbot ‘ . 118 111 272 295 
Total prime fish ‘ 631 329 | | 1,096 47 
= 7,901 5,178 || 16,785 | 17,069 
Haddock 5 1,432 1,255 4,094 5,760 
Hake... bee 270 179 615 
Herrings - 305 693 || 7,048 | 12,598 
Ting 2,286 3,587 4,228 6,996 
10,605 123 | | 14,669 314 
603 || 2,634 | 2,104 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish 4,962 7,858 || 10,240 16,228 
| 
Shell fish :— No No. | No. 0 
Crabs ... _ 100 1,120 217 1,766 
Lobsters 3,059 5,205 5,523 9,137 
Oysters bolas 17,450 32,600 69,475 | 101,500 
Cwts. Cwts. | wts. Cwts. 
2,211 5,669 7,027 
VALUE, 
£ 
Soles > 2,086 1,317 3,183 2,217 
Turbot 458 1,039 1,228 
Total prime fish 2,494 1,775 4,222 3,445 
Cod 2,991 2,495 7,470 7,898 
Haddock .. 1,379 955 3,793 4,665 
errings nm on 1 1 1,131 2,4 
876 1,498 1,784 | 33055 
Mackerel Lom 8,446 9 10,427 194 
586 347 1,775 1,442 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish 2,975 3,487 6,356 9,111 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs 1 2 16 
Lobsters i coe 142 208 253 378 
49 97 141 308 
Other shell fish 772 405 1,408 1,166 
Total value of fish landed .. ... 1.  ...| 21,026 11,634 39,239 | 34,431 


Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


| 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
Annual Series. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898, Supplementary) see 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies ose 
23738 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) | 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) . eee eee ooo 14d. 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900 ld. 
2377 Hangchow (1898) ove 1d. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) ese | 
2380 Venice (1898-99) 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) .. coe | 230. 
2382 New Orleans and District oe coo | 
2383 Servia (1898 and 1899) .. 14d. 
2384 Somali Coast . 24d. 
2386 Netherlands (1899) __... ose 
2387 Havre (1899) abe vee ose bes 2d. 
2389 Para (1898-99) oi 
2390 | Italy (1898 and 1899) . Bhd. 
2391 | Texas (1899) . 
2392 | Curagoa and Dependencies (1899) 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... 4 | 13d. 
2395 Coquimbo (1898) wal. 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued 
in 1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
519 Belgiwm.—Flax Industry of Courtrai_... ee 4d. 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies ide = 5d. 
521 Germany.—New Imperial Germam Mortgage Bank ‘Law =. 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... eee 4d. 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis cae | 
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The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued 
this year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price. 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin . 

Agreement between the ‘United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December, 
1888, regulating ae communication between the 
two countries .. 

Declaration between the "United “Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg respecting the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks vi 

Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International winced Convention 
of 3lst May, 1865 

International Sanitary Convention = 

Cenvention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions .. eve 

Convention between the United Kingdom, “Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom ‘and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of lease 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


Annual, 


Jamaica 


Lagos 

Seychelles... 

Christmas and Cocos- Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements... 
Basutoland ... 


100 
Treaty Series. 
| = | 
| | 
| 2 | 
| 4d. 
d. 
| i | 
| 3d. 
1d. 
if 6 3d. 
| 
hd, 
| 
id. 
9 
| 
; No. | Place. | Price. 
285 od 
287 we] 19d. 


